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Thursday 24 December 11.15pm 
Christmas Eve Choral Communion
Sung by the Temple Singers 
Please note: owing to social distancing 
requirements we will be issuing tickets for this service.  
Priority will be given to members of the Inns. Contact: 
The Verger, verger@templechurch.com

Friday 25 December 11.15am
Christmas Day Choral Mattins
Sung by the Temple Church Choir
Please note: This service is now fully booked and 
every bubble is occupied. This service will be live-
streamed on the Church's YouTube Channel

Forthcoming Services and 
Events at the Temple Church

The Temple Church, London

Tuesday 26 January 7.30pm
The Choristers of the Temple Church Choir
Roger Sayer Director
Charkes Andrews Organ
Anne Denholm Harp
For more information and to book: 
www.templemusic.org

All of our services will be  live-streamed on the 
Church's YouTube Channel

Wednesday 20 January 6pm
Epiphany Carol Service
Sung by the Temple Church Choir

Amid Tier 4 and all the new uncertainties and the 
heightened anxiety, we continue to wish you and your 
loved ones

A Safe and Peaceful Christmas!
It has been such a relief to be back in Church this
month, and to be able once more to welcome a ‘live’
congregation. It is, then, all the more disappointing, 
to have veered now into the draconian restrictions of 
Tier 4; and for some of us, we are acutely aware, this 
will lead to a solitary and joyless fortnight at the end of 
this difficult year. All of our many friends will be in our 
prayers; and especially those who have been looking 
forward to the Christmas ‘break’ as a chance to be 
with their families again at last. 
We hope you have been able to join us online if not 
in person. As you can see, we are carrying on until 
Christmas Day. Everything is live-streamed as well on 
our YouTube Channel and kept online for five days.
The end of the pandemic is not here yet. We continue 
to hold in our prayers the sick and the lonely, and 
those who have lost loved ones or livelihoods. We 
hope our services already online and due to be 
posted this week will lift your spirits and remind us all 
of our Christian faith in the Word made flesh, who lived 
among us and shared all the joys and all the sorrows 
and dangers of our life. 
This Newsletter comes with very best wishes and our
love to you and to your loved ones for Christmas and
for 2021.
Robin and Mark, Cath, Charlie, Matt, Roger and Tom.

Overleaf: Some memorably happy moments from this 
Michaelmas Term 2020.
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Her Royal Highness The Princess Royal has 
graciously become the Royal Patron of the 

Friends of the Temple Church. We are very grateful. 
We shall all be hearing more of the Friends in the 
years to come. For the moment, our newly established 
American Friends are focussing on our project 
Restoration & Renewal. This is just the prelude to 
a sustained connection, designed to deepen and 
broaden the institutional and personal amity between 
the judges and attorneys of the USA on the one hand, 
and the Inns and their members on the other. The 
amity will be fostering a shared aim: to expand the 
understanding of and to advance the Rule of Law, 
through the international public discussion – arranged 
and run by the Friends – of pressing socio-legal 
and ethical concerns in our increasingly multicultural 
jurisdictions.  
Restoration and Renewal Project

Meanwhile, Restoration & Renewal is at the forefront 
of our minds. This constricted year has been good for 
one thing: close consultation with our architects and 
the statutory consultees in every aspect of the project. 
We have reached the end of RIBA Stage 2 and can 
look back with great gratitude and some satisfaction 
on a year of solid progress. Next come RIBA Stages 
3 and 4, in which we refine every element of the 

proposals and submit them for statutory approval. 
So the following pages can offer only a provisional 
overview, subject overall and in detail to the work of 
the coming months. It is at once a painstaking and 
exhilarating task. This is our chance to equip the 
Church for its service to the Inns, to London and to 
the Common Law world for the coming century. We 
have our eyes on both the building’s beauty and its 
functionality: we must preserve, and even enhance, 
the one, while transforming the other. The medieval 
core will be treasured; the ‘envelope’ of its modern 
facilities will be wholly reconfigured.
We owe an enormous debt of gratitude to all those 
whose generosity has made possible our progress 
so far. A grant from the Julia and Hans Rausing Trust 
has covered all the costs of RIBA Stage 2. We are now 
in touch with further possible benefactors, for RIBA 
Stages 3 and 4.  We will be very glad to hear from 
any of our readers whose advice might lead us to 
such donors. Our many thanks, in the meantime, 
to friends old and new who have already so 
kindly helped us on our way; and to any other 
readers who would themselves like to be part of 
this uplifting project.
Robin, master@templechurch.com
Mark, reader@templechurch.com

The Friends of The Temple Church 
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Restoration and Renewal

The Round Church and West Porch from the north. A new ramp along the right-hand wall would give wheelchair access to the West Doorway.

We plan to make the Norman Great West Doorway, 
with its spectacular, uplifting view through the 

Round along the length of the Chancel, once more the 
principal, all-year entrance to the Church for the con-
gregations, audiences and visitors at all the Church’s 
services, concerts, events and exhibitions. 

We would reconfigure the approach to the West 
Doorway itself. The ground-level outside the Church 
rises (on its ascent from the River to Fleet Street) by 7 
feet from the floor of the West Porch to the northern 
edge of the Church’s curtilage. A combined ramp and 
steps down to the Porch would echo and accentuate 
the curve of the Round’s exterior northern wall of 12th 
century ragstone. The ramp and steps would land in 
the lower courtyard to the north-west of the Round. A 
shop and café could be added to the north (under the 
arches) and east (extending the present vestries). 
The Porch would be glazed in to maintain a steady 
temperature and humidity, and lit inside and out. The 
Porch would be a warm and welcoming foyer. 

The West Doorway itself, with its once-lovely carvings, 
has seemed to be irreparably damaged. Nobody 
would propose the replacement of 12th century stone, 
however badly degraded it might be; the Doorway 
could never, it seemed, be more than impressive but 
forlorn. Our research into the stonework, however, 
has shown that all the well-preserved, crisply-carved 
stones are 12th century; and all the badly degraded 
stones are replacements, installed in a repair-cam-
paign of 1842. What was (with the best intentions) badly 
done in the 19th century, with poor stone wrongly laid, 
could now be re-done supremely well. It is now possi-
ble to envisage the Doorway, repaired and re-beauti-
fied, as once more the fitting, ceremonial entrance to 
the Church.  
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The West Porch, today: handsome, but little valued and rarely used.

In prospect: The West Porch after the planned work: glazed in and warmed as a lobby, lit inside 
and out as a beacon and invitation. Shown before the planned cleaning of the stone.



Back to the Future: the Church’s gabled choir-school, 
1904, rehearsal taken by Sir Henry Walford Davies.

The Inns currently offer outstanding musical and 
educational benefits to their sixteen gifted and 

talented boy-choristers. They propose, from autumn 
2021 onwards, to offer comparable benefits to a 
number of similarly musical girls and young women 
as well. At this point the present single-room ‘choir-
school’ in a subterranean corridor is no longer merely 
inadequate; it becomes a prohibitive obstruction. 
The time has come to find a new home for the choir-
school; the present (confined and dilapidated) ‘back-
stage’ facilities in the northern corridor could then 
be reconceived and radically improved. At this point 
all the work and expense on the West Doorway and 
its environs would be fully vindicated: by a greatly 
expanded programme of concerts and other events 
for an enhanced and wider-reaching public benefit.
The choir-school could be re-sited in the three lovely, 
airy gables of the chancel’s large roof-space. This 
could provide a soaring, inspiring place for the training 
of the choir. There is room in the roof too for all the 
Church’s administrative offices, bringing the Church’s 
whole operation (vividly) under one roof and instantly 
enhancing the co-ordination between its different 
parts. A lift could give access, in an external tower built 
on the north side of the present organ-chamber. 
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Draft plan for the conversion of the roof-space to accommodate the choir’s rehearsal room and the Church’s offices.
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Despite so many Christmas traditions having to be 
put on hold this year Temple Music was delighted 

to be able present its festive mainstay - its annual 
Messiah. Temple Music is also offering a host of 
Christmas present options that you can purchase for 
loved ones from the comfort and safety of your own 
home - concert tickets for the first couple of months 
of the new year (more of those later) go on sale on 15 
December. Gift vouchers are also available, as are a 
range of Temple Church CDs and books. 
Visit: www.templemusic.org/Christmas for the full range 
of gift ideas available. 

Temple Music News
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Beyond Christmas Temple Music is looking forward 
to welcoming Dutch soprano Eva-Maria Westbroek 
with Julius Drake in January and a line-up of leading 
musicians for a concert curated and introduced by 
British composer and friend to Temple Church, John 
Ashton Thomas, alongside a concert by our very own 
choristers form the Temple Church. Please visit www.
templemusic.org  for full details and bookings.
Please join the Temple Music e-list at www.
templemusic.org or follow them on Facebook or 
Twitter @TempleMusicFdn to be kept informed about 
all future live and streamed concerts.

 A socially distanced performance of Handel's Messiah

One DVD plus three CD Boxed Set in celebration 
of the 150th anniversary of Vierne’s birth in 1870. 
Roger Sayer gives spectacular performances of all 
six of Vierne’s organ symphonies on the magnificent 
1923/1954/2013 Harrison and Harrison organ of the 
Temple Church, London.
Recorded in extraordinary power and vivid detail in 
both stereo and 5.1 surround sound, and filmed in 4k, 
all six symphonies are presented on both CD and as 
filmed performances on DVD.
In addition to the music, Roger Sayer explains and 
introduces the music in a short film. The boxed set 
includes detailed notes exploring the musical content 
of the symphonies, plus a full specification of the 
organ, all included within a lavishly designed digifile 
boxed set.

For further details please contact the Verger
verger@templechurch.com

Louis Vierne: 
The Complete Organ Symphonies
Roger Sayer playing the organ of 
the Temple Church, London
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Thomas Broughton was one of seven Readers 
of the Temple in the eighteenth century. He 

succeeded Henry Jackson in 1727 who had been 
appointed Reader by Inner 
Temple in 1703. Broughton’s 
appointment was made by 
Middle Temple. This began the 
process, which has continued 
ever since, whereby the 
appointment of the Reader, after 
consultation between them, 
alternated between the two 
Inns. Previously the Master had 
appointed his own Reader.
Born in 1704, Broughton was 
educated at Eton and St Paul’s 
before going up to Gonville 
and Caius College, Cambridge 
in 1723. He was ordained a 
Deacon in the year in which he 
was appointed Reader of the 
Temple, on 24 November 1727 
and made a priest a year later.  
His appointment as Reader 
began inauspiciously. On 26 
February 1728 Broughton 
wrote to the Treasurer of 
Middle Temple, Richard Agar 
expressing great concern at 
having learned that he was 
displeasing the Benchers by 
being “Careless in reading 
Prayers” and for his failure to call 
on the Benchers, leaving him “in 
danger of being dismiss’d.” 
In a touching letter to the 
Treasurer, Broughton explained that he 
suffered from a speech impediment 
which: "gives me a Constant Pain of 
Mind, so it is greatly encreased by 
the Terrors of an Awful Assembly, 
before which I am oblig’d to speak. 
… The Fear of giving Offence makes 
me give the more Offence; and that 
the Faulting of my Voice, which to the 
Congregation about me may seem the 
Effect of Negligence is very much owing to the Dread 
of Apprehension of my Mind."     
Broughton aimed to remedy this condition by 
engaging the services of “an Artist” who had “given 
him great hopes of a Cure, tho’ not without a 
Considerable Expense.” 

He was evidently successful and remained at the 
Temple for 17 years. Broughton was a staunch 
defender of the Established Church. In 1732 he 

published Christianity Distinct 
from the Religion of Nature, a 
three-volume rebuttal of deism. 
This delighted the Benchers 
of Inner and Middle Temple so 
much that they awarded him 20 
guineas. 
Broughton went on to write a 
large number of articles and 
scholarly books, expounding 
and defending Christian 
apologetics from a distinctively 
protestant perspective, while 
deploying a lucid and lively 
style. He also knew Handel, 
with whom the Temple Church 
had a close connection. 
Broughton supplied the libretto 
for the musical drama Hercules 
amongst other works of the 
composer. 
As Reader Broughton won 
the favour of the Master of 
the Temple, Thomas Sherlock 
whose influence as Master 
extended over a period of 
46 years. Before becoming 
Bishop of London, Sherlock 
combined the Mastership with 
being Bishop of Salisbury and 
he was well-placed to present 
Broughton to the vicarage of 
Bedminister in 1744 with three 
chapels annexed including St 

Mary Redcliffe. Sherlock’s influence also 
helped him to secure a prebendary of 
Salisbury Cathedral for Broughton. 
He died on 21 December 1774 and was 
buried in St Mary Redcliffe on Christmas 
Eve. It was said of Broughton (in 1780 by 
Kippis, in his Biographia Britannica, or, 
The Lives of the most eminent persons 
who have flourished in Great Britain 

and Ireland) that he was “of a mild, cheerful and liberal 
temper. This disposition, which is not always united 
with eminent literary abilities, attended him to the 
grave.”

“Careless in reading 
Prayers” and for his 
failure to call on the 

Benchers, leaving him 
“in danger of being 

dismiss’d.”

From the Archives: Thomas Broughton - 
Staunch defender of the Established Church
The Reader continues his occasional series
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Louis Vierne: 
The Complete Organ Symphonies
Roger Sayer playing the organ of 
the Temple Church, London



Closing prayer

Keep us, good Lord,
under the shadow of thy mercy.

Sustain and support the anxious,
be with those who care for the sick,
and lift up all who are brought low;

that we may find comfort
knowing that nothing can separate us from thy love

in Christ Jesu our Lord. Amen.

We want the Temple Church Newsletter to be as useful, interesting and stimulating as possible, and would like to hear your thoughts and 
suggestions for improvement. We welcome feedback.  Please email: reader@templechurch.com
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Are you on the distribution list for this newsletter or do you know of someone who might be interested? To find out more, please 

contact Catherine de Satgé: catherine@templechurch.com or call her on + 44 (0) 207 353 8559.

October was a wonderful month for the choir with 
the opportunity to sing together again. Everyone 

seemed rejuvenated and the boys put in some 
outstanding singing in the service where they sang the 
world premiere of a new mass setting written for them 
by Gareth Treseder.

 

In November the boys were not able to meet during 
the second lockdown. We are now coming to terms 
with the arrangements under Tier 4. We have a plan to 
motivate and encourage them and we shall see how 
we come out of this one.  
I am indebted to my colleagues Tom and Charlie who 
have continued to put in the hours to help support and 
maintain the worship and music here. 
There have  been two changes in the music 
department as we said goodbye to our Music 
Administrator Elisabeth Munns, and one of our long - 
standing singing teachers Anita Morrison. 
Elisabeth was here just 18 months but during that 
time she helped organise the complex operation of 
keeping the choir organised during the pandemic. 
She was loved by all the  choristers, parents and 
colleagues and will be greatly missed. She has taken 
up a senior administrative post  at the City of London  
Centre of Music. 

Anita Morrison is a brilliant teacher and has been 
with us for 14 years. Many generations of choristers 
have had their lives enriched by her kind and positive 
approach which was coupled with great knowledge 
and experience. She moves on to be vocal coach at 
St John’s Cambridge. 

We are delighted to welcome Susan Keeling and Ben 
Williamson to fill these positions respectively. 
Susan comes to us with a wide range of experience 
in the arts, starting her career as PA to the Organist 
and Director of Music at Westminster Abbey and 
continuing with opera and orchestral administration. 
She is married with two sons. 
Ben is a prize-winning counter-tenor with a busy and 
varied career both as a performer and teacher. He 
is also a familiar face and voice to us as he sings 
regularly here with our choirs. 

News from the Music Department

The Choristers singing Gareth Treseder's Mass in October


