Meet our Temple Choral Scholars, 2025-26

Soprano
Olivia Virgo

(she/her)
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Hello! My name is Olivia, and | have just completed my MA in Vocal Studies, specialising
in Historical Performance Practices at the University of York, graduating with a
distinction. During my studies | held a choral scholarship at St Helen’s Church, sang
with Robert Hollingworth’s The 24, and directed the student chamber choir Animas. As
an alumna of the National Youth Choir, | continue to perform with their flagship
ensemble, partaking in a range of professional opportunities. | also remain an active
violinist, playing with Leeds Baroque, the University Baroque Ensemble, and as a
freelance pit musician. Since graduating, | have worked with Brighton Early Music
Festival and Harrogate International Festivals, and I’'m excited to continue my freelance
arts career in London.
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Alto

Owen Ravden
(he/him)

Hi, I’'m Owen and | am a countertenor from Oxfordshire! In 2024 | graduated from
Durham University with a first class degree in Classics, and as of September 2025, | will
be starting a two year masters in Vocal Studies at the Guildhall School of Music and
Drama. At University | was heavily involved in singing on the side of my degree; | was a
scholar in various chapel choirs, performed with the University Chamber Choir, the
Cathedral Choir, early ensemble groups and my own pop function band! | have also
been a part of a new professional vocal ensemble, the Phoenix Consort, having recently
recorded their debut album / Saw Eternity. | am extremely excited to join the Temple
team and to create beautiful music with talented musicians!



Tenor

Elliot Hampton
(he/him)

I’m Elliot and | began my musical training as a chorister at St Paul’s Cathedral. In my
childhood | studied singing with Veronica Veysey Campbell, and trombone with Jon
Stokes. As an adult, I've undertaken choral scholarships at Salford Cathedral and
Sherborne Abbey. I've also held a lay clerkship at Blackburn Cathedral, and recently
recorded an album with the Choir of Canterbury Cathedral. Alongside numerous singing
engagements, I’m also studying at Trinity Laban Conservatoire, majoring in jazz
trombone with Trevor Mires and Winston Rollins as tutors. Prior to this, | studied with
Trevor at Junior Guildhall on their jazz programme.

Bass

Iris Oliver
(she/her)
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I’m Iris, a bass-baritone based in London. | read English and French at Keble College,
where | was a choral scholar and sang with ensembles including the Schola Cantorum —
as well asinjazz bars on myyear abroad! After graduating in 2024, | was a member of
Genesis Sixteen and Vox Next Gen, and a choral scholar with St Martin-in-the-Fields.
Particular highlights of last year included performing in Purcell’s The Fairy Queen as The
Drunken Poet, Coridon and Hymen for Keble Early Music Festival, and touring to New
York with Genesis! This year, I’'m a member of Voces8 Scholars and a scholar with
Oxford Bach Soloists, and I’m thrilled to be joining Temple to sing alongside such high-
calibre musicians at a church of such historical significance.



