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Temple Church Choral Scholarships

Temple Church is an exciting and vibrant place for music in the heart of London. The
Choral Scholarship scheme is aimed at aspiring professional singers about to embark on a
music career who are looking for guidance, support, and a dynamic place to sing regularly
as part of their journey from student to professional. The scholarship is intended for those
who have completed their degree training, as well as exceptional candidates in the final

stages of their undergraduate studies.

This programme is an opportunity for four scholars (one of each voice part: soprano, alto,
tenor, bass) to play an active part in the activities of the Temple Church Choirs whilst

learning from our team of professional singers, and receiving training.

The programme at Temple encompasses a broad range of activities including two choirs,

choral services, an ambitious concert schedule, a youth choir, and an outreach programme

to primary schools.

The two church choirs additionally sing at memorial services, weddings and several
concerts a year. This scholarship is an opportunity to be led and supported through the

experience of working in a busy and varied professional environment.

Scholars will sing regularly as part of our two choirs: Temple Church Choir (made up
of trebles and a back row of professional ATB) and Temple Singers (sopranos and

professional ATB).

Choral services at Temple Church are held on Wednesday evenings and Sunday mornings.

‘My year of singing at Temple
has given me the opportunity
to learn and perform a wide
variety of repertoire, and has

greatly improved my confidence
and singing in a challenging yet
supportive environment’

Ellie, choral scholar 2024-25




About Temple Church

Located in the heart of legal London, just off Fleet
Street, Temple Church is famous for its unique
history and musical heritage. The church was
built by the Knights Templar and its oldest part
was consecrated in 1185. The church forms part
of the estate of the Inns of Court known as the
Inner and Middle Temple. The church serves the
communities and members of the Inns of Court,
with the choirs often singing for high profile

services and events for visiting dignitaries.

Some of the great figures in Anglican church
music have composed and played within the

walls of Temple Church. Handel was a visitor to

the church to hear the virtuoso organist
and composer, John Stanley, who
was Organist to the Society of
the Inner Temple from 1734.
Under the direction of Sir
George Thalben-Ball, the

choir attracted such a

following that queues for

services often spilled out of

The Temple into Fleet Street.
Of the many recordings that the
choir made during Thalben-Ball's
tenure, the most famous featured
the Temple chorister Ernest Lough singing

Mendelssohn’s Hear my Prayer.
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In more recent years, the choirs have developed U _” J £J U e

a reputation for their ambitious programming,

regular commissions, and varied colours to J
suit different projects. In 2003 the church _“
commissioned John Tavener to write The Veil

of the Temple. Today the choirs continue to —~

commission new works each year, and perform a ¢ -“ d -r-” J'J
range of concerts, many of which are with visiting

orchestras and ensembles. In the past two years,

II:_
(1
=
(=;
il
U

the choirs have premiered and commissioned
works by Ken Hesketh, Gareth Treseder, Cheryl

Frances-Hoad, Anna Semple, and Richard Allain.
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Core aspects
of the programme

We are looking for ambitious young musicians who will be keen to
shape their year at Temple by seeking out as many opportunities
at the church as possible. Our scholarship programme provides
a bridge to a professional career as a choral musician, providing
regular high level singing experience, a chance to meet and engage
with important contacts in the industry, wide ranging musical
opportunities, and a chance to build your musical CV. We anticipate
that scholars will maintain an ongoing relationship with our musical

programme on completion of the scholarship programme.

The scholarship fund of £5000 per year is designed to be used to
support musical development, such as on music tuition, course
fees, coaching, work with accompanists, language coaches, scores,

books, masterclass fees, travel expenses, and further study.
‘ L]
A bridge to

It is hoped that ambitious scholars will shape their year by seeking

a professional
career’

out as many opportunities at the church as possible.

As part of the programme, you will:

» receive a £5000 annual scholarship

* have professional performing opportunities (services, weddings,

concerts) with the Temple Church Choirs

* be mentored by the members of music department, and our

team of professionals, helping you to achieve your goals

» benefit from professional support through mock auditions,

coaching, and introductions to experts in the music field

* gain extra, tailored, experience in the music department, if
desired (for example the opportunity to assist with the chorister

tuition, music library)

* have an opportunity to participate in our expanding outreach

and education work with London schools, developing this part

of your CV
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Weekly timetable

The scholarship runs from mid-September 2026 to July 2027, with Wednesday and Sunday

being the main days of regular activities. All scholars need to be available on Wednesday

evenings and Sunday mornings for regular services.

In addition to these weekly services, scholars need a certain amount of flexibility with regards

to occasional extra services and concerts which take place on other days of the week. Scholars

are expected to take part in up to two additional concerts or special services per term. A termly

timetable will be distributed 6 weeks in advance.

The duties of the different voice parts are outlined below:

For sopranos

Sopranos sing as part of the Temple Singers, our
ensemble professional sopranos and ATB. This
ensemble typically performs as an ensemble
of 12 and sings for an evensong or a Sunday
morning service each week, with an average
of 3 Wednesdays and one Sunday per month.
This ensemble sings for the majority of weddings
and memorial services in the church too, and we
anticipate that the soprano choral scholar will

gain experience singing in many of these.

* Evensong on Wednesday evenings in

7,
=1)]
E term time — 4.30 pm for 6.00 pm service,
=

finishing by 7.00 pm

» Sunday morning services in term time —

9.30 am rehearsal for 11.15 am service
» Weddings take place on Saturdays

* Memorial services take place on weekday

evenings

A termly timetable will be distributed 6 weeks in

advance.

For alto, tenor and bass

The lower voices sing with both the Temple
Church Choir and Temple Singers. The Temple
Church Choir is made up of 12 ATB with a top
line of choristers aged 7-13, and Temple Singers
is our ensemble with a top line sung by a team of

professional sopranos.

go * Evensong on Wednesday evenings in
E term time — 4.30 pm for 6.00 pm service,
=

finishing by 7.00 pm

» Sunday morning services in term time —

9.30 am rehearsal for 11.15 am service
» Weddings take place on Saturdays

* Memorial services take place on weekday

evenings

From Mid-September 2026
to July 202/,
Wednesday evenings

and Sunday mornings




2026-27 | Temple Church
Choral Scholarships

Person specification/
requirements and

eligibility

Candidates for Choral Scholarships should:

be a postgraduate or in the final stages of

undergraduate study

» have a confident and trained singing voice

demonstrate an ability to read music to a high level

with awareness of different musical styles

* be able to travel into central London easily to fulfil

the duties outlined in this document (some of the
scholarship allowance may be used to cover travel

expenses)

have a developed musical understanding with the
ability to be self-sufficient with the learning of the

repertoire

» display enthusiasm for singing as a member of a

team, willingness to learn and be highly motivated

» be comfortable with the concept of singing in a small

ensemble, sometimes one to a part

‘Temple has been an amazing

place to learn from a fantastic

team of professional musicians.

It has been an inspiring place

to set me up as | embark on

the next stage of my career’

Martha, choral scholar 2024-25
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‘A chance to Value/honorarium

meet and
engage with

The value of the scholarship is £5000 per year, paid termly.

Scholarships are held for one year and can be renewed for

important a second year in some circumstances.
contacts in the Scholars will be entitled to two services per term away, to
ind ustry, support other study and opportunities.

How to apply/selection process

Applications should be made via the attached application form and should include
the names and contact details of two referees. Please provide a short covering letter
explaining why you wish to be considered for the scholarship, to:

susan@templechurch.com

The closing date for applications is Monday 27 April at 5 pm.

Auditions will be held at Temple Church during June.

At the audition candidates will be asked
to perform a solo piece, an ensemble
piece (a duet with one of the panel)
as well as aural tests, sight-
reading, and a short interview.

Contact details

The Director of Music, Thomas Allery,
is happy to speak to prospective

candidates

programme.

informally about the

To arrange a conversation, please contact
thomas@templechurch.com

Photos by Kristian Allen, Chris Cristodoulou and Matthew Johnson.




