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American Friends of the Temple Church/
Promoting Amity and the Rule of Law

John Trumbull, The Declaration of Independence: the Drafting Committee presenting its Work. From Inner or Middle Temple: 1.
Thomas Lynch, at the right-hand end of the seated group. 2. William Paca, standing on the left. 3. Arthur Middleton, standing
at the right-hand end of the group. 4. Thomas Heyward, sitting in front of and slightly to the left of Middleton. 5. John Dickinson (not a signatory), standing between two others. 6. Edward Rutledge. 7. Thomas McKean, sitting to their right.

America, on the terrestrial globe by Emery Molyneux, 1603, in Middle Temple. Of the six (majestic) globes by Molyneux known
to survive, Middle Temple has the only pair: one celestial (dated 1592) and one terrestrial (1603). The terrestrial globe records
discoveries up to 1597: the search for a Northern Passage, and the settlement of Virginia. William Crashaw, Reader (Preacher)
of the Temple Church, 1605-15, and fervent supporter of the Virginia Colony, owned a prestigious library, housed next to the
Church and ‘one of the fairest paire of globes in Englande’. In 1613 he gave presents to each Inn ‘for a farewell and poor
remembrance of my long service and longer lastinge love to these societyes’. His gift to Middle Temple, which did not yet have
an established library, was perhaps his pair of globes.
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The Temple’s Round Church is one of the most
beautiful and historic buildings in London. It has
been, for centuries, an iconic space in British
and American history. This brochure describes
and illustrates its significance. We who serve
in the Temple Church value its long past; and
we value, just as highly, its present and steadily
expanding role in the life of legal London and
of the whole Common Law world. All of us who
work here are building on a long and dramatic
past in order to serve the future. It is a privilege
for us and a delight that our links with America
are so strong; and we look forward to an
ever closer comity and collaboration with The
American Friends of the Temple Church.

The Round was in use by 1163, and was
consecrated in 1185. It is probably the earliest
Gothic building in England. It is modelled on
the round Church of the Holy Sepulchre in
Jerusalem, the site of Jesus’ death, burial
and resurrection. To be here was to be ‘in’
Jerusalem, at the centre of the world.
From the start, the Church’s ceremonial
entrance was the Great Norman Doorway,
elaborately carved, into the Round Church.
Through this Doorway King John and the rebel
barons will have been striding angrily in and out
of the Church as they negotiated Magna Carta
in the Temple. Hero of Magna Carta was William
Marshal: he mediated between King and barons,

ensured that the King sealed the Charter, and
then rescued it from oblivion to serve all the
centuries to come. William Marshal was buried in
the Round Church, where his effigy still lies.
Through this Doorway Raleigh, Amadas and
Gosnold will have walked as they planned, in
Middle Temple, the new colony of Virginia. The
adventurers left to cross the Atlantic; Coke and
Sandys stayed in the Temple and drafted here
the first colonial constitutions.
Nearly 150 years later, those heroes of the
American freedom will have known the Church
well who studied in Middle or Inner Temple and
would later put their signatures to the creation
of a new republic: six members of Inner/Middle
Temple would be signatories to the Declaration
of Independence; seven, to the Constitution.
In 1608 King James I entrusted the Church
to Inner and Middle Temple, two of London’s
ancient colleges of attorneys and judges, the
Inns of Court. The Church enjoys the status of
Royal Peculiar. The Inns have maintained the
Church with pride and generosity ever since.
In our ever more complex and interconnected
world, the Inns want their Church to look
outwards, to deepen and broaden our links with
other jurisdictions, and to represent as the Inns’
ambassador the ideals and principles of the Rule
of Law.

The American Friends of the Temple
Church, America’s Church in London,
Cradle of The Common Law
The Temple Church being in the combined
care of the Honourable Societies of Inner and
of Middle Temple [‘the Inns’], the American
Friends of the Temple Church is established
as an independent non-profit organization
in order, through the space, personnel and
activities of the Temple Church in association
with the Directors of the American Friends:
1.

2.

3.

To deepen and broaden the institutional
and personal amity between (i) the 		
judges and attorneys of the USA and (ii)
the Inns and their members;
To expand understanding of and to
advance the Rule of Law through the 		
international public discussion of 		
pressing socio-legal and ethical 			
concerns in our increasingly
multicultural jurisdictions;
To support the Inns’ current project 		
of the Restoration & Renewal 			
of the Temple Church, for 				
the better fulfilment of (1) and (2) above.
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John Trumbull, The Declaration of Independence: the Drafting Committee presenting its Work (painted in 1818). From Inner
or Middle Temple: 1. Thomas Lynch, at the right-hand end of the seated group. 2. William Paca, standing on the left. 3. Arthur
Middleton, standing at the right-hand end of the group. 4. Thomas Heyward, sitting in front of and slightly to the left of Middleton.
5. John Dickinson (not a signatory), standing between two others. 6. Edward Rutledge. 7. Thomas McKean, sitting to their right.
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The Temple Church:
Restoration and Renewal

The Temple from the air: the Church, upper centre; Inner Temple Hall, beneath it; Middle Temple Hall, to the left, across the
lane; with the Royal Courts of Justice, top left.

The Temple Church was last subject to major
repairs in the 1950s. It had been damaged
in the Blitz, and was elegantly and austerely
restored by Walter Godfrey. Seventy years later,
however, the Church is ill-equipped to house
its expanding role within the work and vision of
the Inns. We are at work on a major program of
Restoration & Renewal.
The post-War repairs left untouched and
unused the Great Norman Doorway of 1163
and its spectacular 12th century carvings; the
carvings are now seriously in need of repair,
and the Doorway’s whole approach needs to
be reconfigured and beautified, to make the
Doorway once more the principal and inspiring
entrance to the Church that it was designed to
be, with the majestically beautiful view intended
by the Templars, along the axis of the Church
through the Round and into the Chancel of 1240.
Since the 1950s, the roles of the Inns and
of their Church have changed out of all
recognition. The Inns now want their Church to
embody and promote their own outward-looking
8

service to jurists and to visitors from all over
the world. They want this jewel in the middle of
London – and, just yards from Fleet Street, in the
middle of the Temple’s restorative, therapeutic
calm – to be visited and valued by a large
number and wide cross-section of London’s
residents and workers and by anyone with a
personal, professional or potential interest in the
Rule of Law.
To equip the Church for such ongoing and
expanding work over the coming century, we
will transform the modern ‘envelope’ around the
Church’s historic core: all the front-of-house and
back-of-house facilities will be re-configured and
modernized to make the Church as welcoming
and lovely a place to visit as any in London.
For the Church it is a delight that the strongest
of all our international connections are with the
USA, its attorneys and judges. The occasional
visit from individuals has become a steady
stream. The 800th Anniversary of Magna Carta,
2014-15, was of course a high point: the Amity
Visit to Washington DC in November 2014, when

the Temple Church Choir sang in the Supreme
Court and the Library of Congress; Magna Carta
Day itself at Runnymede, when the Choir sang
first (with others) to HM The Queen and the
whole assembly and then (by themselves, and a
special privilege) at the Rededication of the ABA
Memorial in the presence of HRH The Princess
Royal and Attorney General Loretta Lynch; and
successive services and talks in the Church
itself, all through 2015.
Since then the choristers have been back to
the Library of Congress; and in London we
have welcomed the California and the Chicago
Bar Associations, and the ABA Section of
International Law; we look forward to seeing the
New York State Bar Association here in 2021;
and each year we welcome more Americans
living in London for our services to celebrate
Independence Day and then Thanksgiving.
By tradition the American Ambassador to
London has been elected an Honorary Bencher

of Middle Temple. Chief Justice Roberts is also
a Bencher of Middle, as are Associate Justice
Gorsuch, former Attorneys General Eric Holder
and Loretta Lynch, and William Hubbard,
President of the ABA at the Anniversary of
Magna Carta in 2015. Associate Justices Breyer
and Kennedy (now retired) are Benchers of
Inner.
We put high value as well on visits from other
jurisdictions: from China, Japan, Latin America,
Poland, Romania and Russia and elsewhere.
Some delegates, from jurisdictions whose legal
systems are fragile, have spoken movingly of the
hope and inspiration they draw here from the
long, slow evolution of the Rule of Law from 1215
to the present day.
The Church remains – over 800 years since
Magna Carta and 400 since the first colonial
charters and constitutions – at the heart of
legal and constitutional London, and so of the
promotion of the Rule of Law worldwide.

The Temple Church from the South: the Round Church (1163) and Chancel (1240) with the small
post-War doorway in the centre, beyond the Millennium Column (2000). The Porch to the Great
Norman Doorway, the Church’s historic and ceremonial entrance, can be seen, far left.
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‘This is the House of God, the very
Gate of Heaven - Genesis 28.17’

The West Porch, today: handsome, but little valued and rarely used.

The West Doorway, today: mottled and ‘bruised’; the 19th century repairs to the
arch’s foliate carving badly decayed.
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In prospect: The West Porch after the planned work: glazed in and warmed as a lobby, lit
inside and out as a beacon and invitation. Shown before the planned cleaning of the stone

In prospect: The West Doorway after the first phase of the planned work: the
pilasters and foliate carvings repaired, the work on the capitals and demi-figures
still to be undertaken.
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View from the West Door through the Round (1163) and along the Chancel (1240) to the reredos by Christopher Wren (1685).
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The Round Church, probably the first Gothic building in England. effigy of the great William Marshal, 1st Earl of Pembroke
nearest to the viewer; next to it is the effigy of his eldest son William Marshal, 2nd Earl of Pembroke. The medieval bones were
moved from the Church itself after the War. We are searching for them; and look forward, if we find them, to placing them once
more where they were laid to rest eight centuries ago.

We are already very grateful to all those who are
supporting the project Restoration and Renewal.
Three senior members of the American Bar
Association have established the American
Friends of the Temple Church, a 501(c)3
managed by CAF America. Her Royal Highness
The Princess Royal has graciously agreed to
be our Friends’ Royal Patron; and Bishop Sarah
Mullally, Dean of the Chapels Royal and Bishop
of London, has kindly agreed to be our Friends’
Ecclesiastical Patron.

The American Bar Association in
London, 1924
The ABA visited London in 1924. ‘No greater
courtesy and hospitality was ever shown any
body of men than was shown to the Americans
by the English Lawyers and indeed by every one
high and low whom we met.’ – R.T.W. Duke Jr,
The Virginia Law Register, NS 10. 5 (Sept 1924),
from 305-309.
The speech of Charles Evans Hughes, US
Secretary of State and President of the ABA,
was recognized as a ‘masterpiece’: ‘We come
to tighten the bonds of friendship. This meeting
of those who share a common tradition and
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cherish a common purpose cannot fail to
tighten our sense of responsibility, as we find
out strength renewed, our ardor quickened and
our hearts deeply stirred.’ – The American Bar
Association, London Meeting, 1924: Impressions
of its social, official, professional and juridical
Aspects (New York: Frank Shepard, 1925), 26.
London’s kindness and courtesy were more
than repaid after the War. The Church was badly
damaged in the Blitz. By 1950 the ABA had
raised $43,298, in donations from over 3,000
American lawyers, towards the restoration of the
four Inns of Court from their War-time damage.
The Temple Church was to be one of the
beneficiaries. The Committee wrote:
‘We trust this sum will be accepted as a token,
although inadequate, of the respect which the
American Bar entertains for the Inns of Court
as institutions, their sense of indebtedness for
the contribution of the Inns to the growth of the
common law, and their regard for their comrades
of the British bench and bar.’

The roof of the Round, 10 May 1941, the worst – and last –
night of the London Blitz.

The funds were well spent. The Temple Church
was lovingly repaired; its historic interior is as
uplifting as ever. We look forward to welcoming
any friends from the USA who would enjoy
being with us when they are in London. We will
hope in particular to see our American friends
back in the Temple and in the Church – entering
through the re-beautified West Porch, its
Norman Doorway and their glorious view along
the Church – almost exactly 100 years after that
meeting of 1924.
The Round Church
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The Temple from Middle Temple Hall, 1945: the roofless Round Church (arrowed) with the Chancel to the right; the ruin of Inner
Temple Hall to the right.

The Chancel, a glorious ‘hall church’ consecrated in the presence of King Henry III on Ascension Day 1240. All the columns
cracked in the heat of the fire, 10 May 1941; the roof stayed up.
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The Temple Church, Magna Carta and the
Road to the Rule of Law

William Marshal as Regent to the boy-king Henry III
re-issued Magna Carta in 1216 and 1217 under his
own seal, and thereby re-united the nation. Above:
the 1217 re-issue, the Marshal’s seal on the right. He
retained throughout his life the diminutive seal of a
household knight.

As England’s constitutional crisis deepened from
1212, the Temple was King John’s headquarters
at the western end of the City of London. From
the Temple were issued two of the vital charters
– on the freedoms of the Church and of the city
of London – that preceded Magna Carta itself.
In January 1215 the King was here for over a
week. It was at Epiphany: the King would have
displayed on the Church’s altar all the regalia
that confirmed his own kingship under the
greater rule of Christ. The King was assailed
here by the demands of his barons, in famously
fraught negotiations that opened the road to
Runnymede. It was then, in the Temple, that
the rebel barons first demanded of the King an
enforceable charter of rights. The King refused.

William Marshal, 1st Earl of Pembroke, hero of
Magna Carta: effigy in the Round, before the bombdamage of 1941.
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The King was back in the Temple for a week
at Easter, 16-22 April, and again 7-9 May. By
June the rebels held London. It was clear that
the King must grant a charter as demanded
by the barons. At Runnymede, on 15 June
1215, Magna Carta was sealed. Within weeks

the Pope annulled it, as a shameful document
exacted under duress by barons who had acted
as judges in their own cause and had effectively
dethroned the King. Magna Carta was, in 1215, a
failure.
Enter the Charter’s hero: William Marshal, Earl
of Pembroke, the most powerful man in the
kingdom and famously loyal. He had mediated
between King and barons all through 1215.
When John died in October 1216, William
became Regent of the boy-king Henry III. William
re-issued Magna Carta, in a more conciliatory
form, under his own seal. He regathered the
baronage to the young King’s side. He defeated
the French in person, when he was over 70
years old, at the Battle of Lincoln. He then reissued the Charter once more.
William Marshal died in 1219, and was buried
in the Temple Church, in the Round Church,
in front of the rood-screen and nave-altar. His
effigy still lies in the Round. The man who saved
Magna Carta for all generations is still honoured
in the Church of the attorneys and judges
whose whole professional life is built upon the
foundations that he laid.
The Charter’s most famous clauses still inform
any polity that can lay claim to the Rule of Law:
No free man shall be seized or imprisoned,
or stripped of his rights or possessions, or
outlawed or exiled, or deprived of his standing
in any way, nor will we proceed with force
against him, or send others to do so, except by
the lawful judgment of his equals or by the law
of the land.
To no one will we sell, to no one will we deny or
delay right or justice.

Above: Gilbert Marshal, 4th Earl of Pembroke, third son of
the great Marshal: Effigy in the Round. The Round houses
eight such 13th century effigies.
Upper left: William Marshal, 2nd Earl of Pembroke, one of
Magna Carta’s twenty-five Surety Barons. He married the
sister of Henry III and was buried beside his father in the
Round, where his effigy still lies.
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From the Old World to the New

1

2 3
4

5

6

7

1

Howard Chandler Christy, The Constitutional Convention signing the Constitution of the United States (painted in 1940). From
Inner or Middle Temple: 1. John Rutledge. 2. Charles Pinkney. 3. Charles Cotesworth. 4. Jared Ingersoll. 5. William Livingstone.
6. John Blair. 7. John Dickinson.

In 1584 Walter Raleigh despatched an
expedition across the Atlantic; one of the ships
was commanded by Philip Amadas. In 1602
Benjamin Gosnold explored New England and
discovered Cape Cod and Martha’s Vineyard,
which he named after his first daughter. Gosnold
would in 1606 work with Sir John Popham on
the foundation of the two Virginia ‘colonies
and companies’. The companies’ charter was
drafted by Edwin Sandys and Edward Coke. It
guaranteed to the colonists and their children all
rights and liberties ‘to all Intents and Purposes,
as if they had been abiding and born, within this
our realm of England’. The first five of these men
were members of Middle Temple; Coke was a
member of Inner. All were fired by dreams of
Virginia.
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In February 1609/10, William Crashaw, appointed
by Inner Temple to be Reader (Preacher) at
the Church, preached a sermon in praise of
the Virginia Colony. Near its end he addressed
Virginia itself:
And thou Virginia, whom though mine
eyes see not, my heart shall love; how
hath God honoured thee! Thou hast thy
name from the worthiest Queen that ever
the world had: thou hast thy matter from
the greatest King on earth: and thou shalt
now have thy form from one of the most
glorious Nations under the Sun… But this
is but a little portion of thy honour: for
thy God is coming towards thee, and in
the mean time sends to thee, and salutes

Admission to Middle Temple of Benjamin Lynde ‘de Boston in nova Anglia’ (‘from Boston in New
England’), 18 October 1692: the first admission of a member born in America. Lynde would become
Chief Justice of the Province of Massachusetts Bay.

Candlelight Exercise in Middle Temple, 1768, concerning
trespass, undertaken and signed by Charles Cotesworth
Pinkney, later signatory to the Constitution and Presidential
candidate in 1804 and 1808, and Thomas Heyward, later
signatory to the Declaration of Independence.

‘With the sword he seeks, under liberty, a peaceful quiet.’
Artist: Paul Revere, printer: Benjamin Franklin, whose son
William Temple Franklin was a member of Middle Temple.

thee with the best blessing heaven
hath, even his blessed Gospel. Look up
therefore, and lift up thy head, for thy
redemption draweth nigh; and he that
was the God of Israel, and is still the God
of England, will shortly I doubt not bring
it to pass, that men shall say, Blessed
be the Lord God of Virginia; and let all
Christian people say, Amen.
The great clauses of Magna Carta were about to
inform the constitutional life of the New World:
The General Assembly of Maryland, 1639.
The inhabitants of this Province shall have all
their rights and liberties according to the Great
Charter in England.
The Body of Liberties, Massachusetts, 1641.
No man’s life shall be taken away, no man’s
honour or good name shall be stained, no man’s
person shall be arrested, restrained, banished,
dismembered, nor any ways punished ... unless
it be by virtue or equity of some express law of
the Country warranting the same.

Lincoln Cathedral’s copy of Magna Carta, on display in
World War II in the Library of Congress, Washington DC. By
the time of its return in 1946, it had been seen by 15 million
Americans.
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The Temple Church Choir singing at the launch of the Magna Carta Exhibition in the Library of Congress and
Supreme Court, Washington DC, 5-6 November 2014

Acts and Orders for the Colony … of Providence,
1647. That no person, in this Colony, shall be
taken or imprisoned, or be disseized of his
lands or liberties, or be exiled, or any otherwise
molested or destroyed, but by the lawful
judgement of his peers, or by some known
law, and according to the letter of it, ratified
and confirmed by the major part of the General
Assembly lawfully met and orderly managed.
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Paca, later Governor of Maryland; and Edward
Rutledge, later Governor of South Carolina. John
Dickinson, ‘Penman of the Revolution’ and later
President of Delaware and of Pennsylvania,
famously refused to sign, since he was still
seeking reconciliation with Britain as well as
liberty.

Constitution of the United States of America,
from the Fifth and Sixth Amendments, 15
December 1791. No person shall be deprived
of life, liberty or property, without due process
of law … The accused shall enjoy the right to a
speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of
the State and district wherein the crime shall
have been committed.

Seven Middle Templars signed the American
Constitution in 1787; John Blair, Chief Justice
of Virginia; John Dickinson; Jared Ingersoll,
first Attorney-General of Pennsylvania; William
Livingstone, Governor of New Jersey; John
Rutledge, chairman of the drafting committee
and second Chief Justice of the United Sates;
Charles Pinckney, Governor of South Carolina;
and Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, Minister to
France and twice Presidential candidate.

Six members of Inner or Middle Temple were
among the signatories to the Declaration of
Independence in 1776: Thomas Heyward,
from 1778 Judge of the High Court of South
Carolina; Thomas Lynch; Thomas McKean,
President of Delaware and Chief Justice of
Pennsylvania in 1777; Arthur Middleton; William

John Rutledge was called to the Bar by Middle
Temple in 1760. He advised his younger brother
Edward about life in London: ‘There is generally
a good preacher at the Temple Church, and it
would be more to your credit to spend a few
hours of that day there, than is generally spent
in London.’

Temple Church, Magna Carta Evensong for the American
Bar Association, 11 June 2015: Paulette Brown, ABA
President-Elect, reading a lesson.

Chief Justice John Roberts, being called to the Bench in
Middle Temple, 2007, at the ‘cubpoard’ said to have been
made from the hatch-cover of Drake’s Golden Hind.

HRH The Princess Royal re-dedicating the American Bar Association’s Magna Carta Memorial at Runnymede, 15 June 2015,
the Temple Church Choir (in scarlet) beyond.
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The Temple and the Church:
Some recent Royal Visits

20 July 1949

7 November 1958

26 June 1985
22

24 July 2008

24 June 2008

6 July 2009

17 July 2019

7 May 2013
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The Round Church:
‘Mercy and Truth are met together’

To commemorate the Liberation of Belsen, 15 April 1945. Rabbis Helen Freeman and Jackie Tabick, the Temple Church Choir and the West
London Synagogue Choir in the Temple Church, 21 April 2015.

The Round was designed to be London’s Easter
Garden, the place above all others of new
life and new hope. The Round represented,
during the crusades, the divisions between
the Abrahamic faiths. The Inns and Church are
now working hard to bridge those divisions, to
promote genuine and generous encounters of
respect and understanding.
Events with these aims have become part of the
Church’s fabric: an exhibition and accompanying
events, Lawyers without Rights: GermanJewish Lawyers under the Third Reich; a
commemoration of The Liberation of the Camps,
at the 70th anniversary of the liberation of
Belsen; a series of seven evenings dedicated to
Islam and English Law, launched by Archbishop
Rowan Williams’ famous lecture on sharia in
the UK. Add public discussions of indefinite
detention, legal aid and courts funding; and
lectures by successive Chairs of the Bar. An
introduction to Magna Carta and its legacy is
still provided to visitors and jurists almost every
24

month. And all of this is woven into and around
our services, gloriously enhanced by the choir
and set in one of the most historic, numinous
and uplifting buildings in London. The Inns are
clear about the Church’s role within the Inns’
own life and public service; and in the present
project will equip the Church to fulfil it.
The Church is a vital part of the Inns’ imaginative
vision of public outreach. To live in harmony,
diverse and divergent communities – nowhere
more widely disparate than in London – need
to share an acknowledged foundation to their
common life. The Church is a living testament
to the values which have for centuries inspired
justice and fairness, and can inspire such values
today.
The Church still exists to represent and realise
the new life of Easter within the framework
of laws that work equally for the protection
of all. ‘Mercy and truth are met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each
other’ (Ps 85.10).

George Sandys (1578-1644) of Middle Temple,
Treasurer of the Virginia Colony, and brother of
Edwin Sandys (p 16 above), visited Jerusalem.
He was so touched by the Holy Sepulchre that
he composed this hymn then and there.

Saviour of mankind, Man, Emmanuel:
Who sinless died for Sin, who vanquished hell.
The first fruits of the grave. Whose life did give
Light to our darkness: in whose death we live.
O strengthen thou my faith; correct my will,
That mine may thine obey: protect me still.
So that the latter death may not devour
My soul sealed with thy seale. So in the hour
When thou whose Body sanctified this tombe,
Unjustly judged, a glorious judge shalt come
To judge the world with justice; by that sign
I may be known, and entertained for thine.

English Law and Sharia: Archbishop Rowan Williams delivering his
foundational lecture, 8 February 2008, moved from the Temple
Church to the Royal Courts of Justice to accommodate the
audience of 1,000 lawyers.

The Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Jerusalem: The Holy Fire on Holy Saturday.

25

Timeline
A timeline vividly displays the depth and range of the Church’s current public benefit and of its
possible enhancement. All the threads picked up here from the Church’s long and remarkable
history are still woven into the fabric of its life.

1163

Services at the Temple Church

The liturgy of the Church has continued without interruption
since 1163. An inventory of 1307 makes clear that the Templars
themselves maintained here an organ and a well-resourced
choir of men and boys.
The Inns now welcome London’s residents and visitors in large
numbers to the Church’s choral services.

1163

London’s Jerusalem:
The Holy Sepulchre

The Round Church, modelled on the rotunda of the Church of
the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem, was in use. It was built by the
Templars, dedicated to the protection of pilgrims to Jerusalem.
To be in the Round was, to the medieval mind, to be ‘in’
Jerusalem.
By 1240 the Church had as well its present Chancel, The West
Doorway offered a spectacular, sweeping view along the whole
Church from the West Door eastwards to the altar. The Inns plan
to make the Church once more one of the most dramatic - and
engaging - spaces in London. The plan will create a far more
gracious and welcoming foyer for visitors in the West Porch,
glazed in for climatic control; access to the Church via the
rebeautified West Doorway; a natural, comprehensive ‘circuit’ of
the Church and its exhibits; and a shop and café at the visitors’
exit.

1163

London’s Jerusalem:
The Dome of the Rock

The Templars’ headquarters in Jerusalem was the Aqsa Mosque
on the Temple Mount, facing the octagonal Dome of the Rock.
The Round of the Temple Church evokes as well the Dome,
believed by the Christian Middle Ages to have been the Temple
in which the infant Jesus was presented to the Lord.
The crusading Orders existed to deepen the divisions between
Christendom and Islam. The Temple Church is now dedicated
to help bridge those divisions. This work began with the
foundational lecture of Archbishop Rowan Williams on sharia law
in England (2008) and has continued ever since.

1214-5 The Cradle of the Common Law
Magna Carta was negotiated in the Temple; its hero William
Marshal was buried in the Round Church where his effigy still
lies.
Magna Carta has an inimitable resonance throughout the
Common Law world and beyond. A steady stream of foreign
jurists and other visitors value the time they can spend in the
Church and can devote to its ongoing exhibition, Magna Carta
and the Road to the Rule of Law.
A group of senior officers in the American Bar Association has,
with the happy endorsement of the Inns, set up The American
Friends of the Temple Church (2019). They refer to the Church as
the Birthplace of American Law, looking back gratefully to Magna
Carta and to our next pivotal date:
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1584

America’s Church in London

The central figures in the Virginia expeditions – Raleigh, Amadas
and Gosnold, and the constitutional draftsmen Coke, Popham
and Sandys – were all members of Inner or Middle Temple. Six
Members of Inner or Middle Temple would be signatories to the
Declaration of Independence; seven, to the Constitution.

1608

The Letters Patent

In 1608 the Temple was granted by King James I to the
Honourable Societies of Inner and Middle Temple. One condition
of their occupancy was the maintenance of the Temple Church.
The two Inns have gladly met that condition ever since.

1840 The Harmonies of Heaven
The Inns revived the Church’s medieval choir of men and boys;
it has, ever since, been one of the most famous church-choirs in
England.
The Inns have since 1840 offered generous bursaries to the
choir’s boy-choristers, immensely talented musical children.
The Inns are now planning to extend such musical benefits to
similarly gifted young women and girls.

2008

Renewing The Letters Patent

Her Majesty The Queen revisited the Church in 2008 to renew
the Inns’ Letters Patent, and in 2013 for the rededication
of the Church’s organ after its – triumphantly successful –
repristination.

2020

Still the Mother-Church of the
Common Law

The Church now works closely with the Inns themselves, the Bar
Council and Chambers to serve London, its residents and visitors
– not least the large number of foreign jurists who come to
London – with a wide range of liturgical, musical, socio-legal and
cultural events. The Church remains first and foremost a church,
for all of London and for Common Law lawyers from all over the
world. The Inns value as well the Church’s steadily rising profile
as a hub of the city’s historical, musical and intellectual and
cultural life.
In summary, the Inns have in mind to double, each year: (i) the
number of visitors to the Church, from 35,000 to 70,000; (ii) the
number of concerts held in the Church, from 12 to 24; and (iii) the
number of other law-based and more generally cultural events –
special services for visiting groups, socio-legal discussions, etc
– from 10 to 20. Access through the rebeautified West Doorway
to the Church’s historic interior and its events would enhance
the experience of everyone who attends and would re-affirm the
Church as one of the jewels of medieval and of modern London.

An Entrance as lovely as the Church within:
Access, Porch and West Doorway

The Round Church and West Porch from the north. A new ramp along the right-hand wall will give wheelchair access to the West Doorway.

For the present plan to be optimised, the
‘envelope’ surrounding the Church’s lovely
interior needs in two ways to be transformed.
The West Doorway, with its view through the
Round along the length of the Chancel, will
become the principal, all-year entrance to the
Church for the congregations, audiences and
visitors at the Church’s whole programme of
services, concerts, events and exhibitions;
and the present (confined and dilapidated)
‘back-stage’ facilities will need to be radically
redesigned and improved, with the choir-school
removed to a larger and more suitable space.
All this has been recognised for some time. Two
changes have brought the potential benefits of
such a plan into sharp focus.
First, the West Doorway itself, with its oncelovely carvings, has seemed to be irreparably
damaged. Nobody would propose the
replacement of 12th century stone, however

badly degraded it might be; the Doorway could
never, it seemed, be more than impressive
but forlorn. Our own research, into the
stonework, however, has shown that all the
well-preserved, crisply-carved stones are 12th
century; and all the badly degraded stones are
replacements, installed in a repair-campaign of
1842. To re-beautify the Doorway now would
be to do supremely well what was (with the
best intentions) badly done – with poor stone
wrongly laid – in the 19th century. It is now
possible to envisage the Doorway as once more
the fittingly spectacular, uplifting entrance to its
own 12th century rotunda and so onwards to the
13th century Chancel.
Secondly, the Inns plan to make available such
musical and educational benefits as they offer
to their gifted and talented boy-choristers to
a number of similarly musical girls and young
women too. At this point the present single27

room ‘choir-school’ in a subterranean corridor
ceases to be merely inadequate and becomes
a prohibitive obstruction to the scheme. The
time has come to find a new home for the choirschool; the facilities in the northern corridor can
then be reconceived and radically improved.
And at this point all the work and expense on
the West Doorway and its environs will be fully
vindicated: by a greatly expanded programme of
concerts and other events for an enhanced and
wider-reaching public benefit.

The choir-school can be re-sited in the three
lovely, airy gables of the chancel’s large roofspace. There is room in the roof too for all the
Church’s administrative offices, bringing the
Church’s whole operation (vividly) under one
roof and instantly enhancing the co-ordination
between its different parts.
We are exploring the installation of the
appropriate environmental technologies to
make the Church net zero-carbon.

The Approach and West Porch

Proposed stairs and ramp down to the West Entrance.

Central to the plan is the reconfiguration of the
approach to the West Doorway itself.
The ground-level outside the Church rises (on its
ascent from the River to Fleet Street) by 7 feet
from the floor of the West Porch to the northern
edge of the Church’s curtilage. A combined
ramp and steps down to the Porch will echo and
accentuate the curve of the Round’s exterior
northern wall of 12th century ragstone.
The ramp and steps will land in the lower
courtyard to the north-west of the Round. A
shop and café will be added to the north (under
the arches) and east (extending the present
vestries).
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The Porch will be glazed in to maintain a steady
temperature and humidity, and so to make the
West Doorway the principal entrance to the
Church all year round. The Porch will be a foyer
and welcome area.
A door will be inserted in the Chancel’s north
wall, directly opposite the present south door,
as an exit into the new shop and small café
extending the present vestries to the west.

The Great Norman Doorway: Time for
Renewal

West Porch, late 17th century. Purcell’s first
publisher, John Playford, had his shop here.
The medieval effigies were railed in. Troes
fuimus, Aen 2.325, Panthus lamenting the fall
of Troy.

West Porch, 1861. The three-storey chambers
above the Porch had just been demolished.

The Porch and Doorway from the north-west.

The Porch and Doorway from the south.
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At the heart of this project is the great Norman
Doorway of the Round Church, a masterpiece
of 12th century carving. It was created and
carved c. 1163. In the 1840s a fair amount of
the original stone was replaced, but in lowquality stone badly laid. The Doorway’s crisp
and well-preserved sections are 12th century;
the degraded sections, 19th. We propose to
undertake afresh, properly and well and to last
for centuries, the 19th century repairs.
The effect will transform the Doorway: it will
be again as beautiful as it was in the Templars’
day. Around it we will reconfigure the porch and
steps, to make the Doorway the entrance once
more, as it was and should be, in permanent
use.
The Church currently enjoys some 35,000
visitors each year, and the congregations of

some 130 choral services. The Norman Doorway
and its entrance to the Church will become
again one of the sights of London, leading
visitors in to the Mother Church and cradle of
the Common Law.

The Diagrams on pp 23-24 below are from
Temple Church West Doorway Conservation
Strategy (RIBA Stage 2) (Purcell, 2018). The
Temple Church has in recent years been
the subject of sustained study: The Temple
Church, London: History, Architecture, Art, eds
R. Griffith-Jones and D. Park (Boydell, 2010);
and in Tomb & Temple: Re-imagining the
Sacred Buildings of Jerusalem, eds R. GriffithJones and E. Fernie (Boydell, 2018).

Our present provisional plan for the repair of the West Door. We will focus
entirely on the badly decayed stone installed in the 1840s. Marked in green:
12th century stone. Marked in blue: proposed new stone, replacing decayed
stone of the 19th century. Marked in purple: Jesomite / plaster-based casts.
Ringed in red: the (only) ten 12th century stones that would be affected by
stones’ renewal.
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Stonework of the 12th century in green, 19th century in pink; the worst decay to the foliate
orders ringed in red. The close correlation can be seen between the 19th century stone and
the worst decay.
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12th century voussoir from the innermost order, removed in 1842 and now
in the Victoria & Albert Museum.

Section of the innermost order. The figured/foliate stonework is 19th century.

12th century foliate carving from the
outermost order, removed in 1842
and now in the Victoria & Albert
museum.
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Section of the outermost order
north side. The lower, badly
degraded foliate stonework is 19th
century.

Drawings by F. Nash, 1818

Photographs of 1927

Photograph of 2019
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Internal Re-ordering:
Roof Space - Choir-School,
Offices and a new Public Space

The central gable of the roof can provide a
soaring, inspiring place for the training of the
choir’s gifted and talented musical boys and,
in the future, young women and girls. There is
space for an integrated suite of the Church’s
offices, uniting all the Church’s work efficiently
(and literally) under one roof. A lift can give
access, in an external tower built on the north
side of the present organ-chamber.
The central gable could be in addition a valuable
space – light, airy and entirely distinctive – for
smaller meetings and round-table discussions
less well suited to the Chancel below.
Back to the Future: the Church’s gabled choir-school,
1904, rehearsal taken by Sir Henry Walford Davies
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Draft plan for the conversion of the roof-space to accommodate the choir’s rehearsal room and the Church’s offices
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On the Project’s Completion:
Planned Routes
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For Further Information:
The Revd Dr Robin Griffith-Jones, Master of the Temple
master@templechurch.com
The Revd Mark Hatcher, Reader of the Temple
reader@templechurch.com

