
 
 

The Temple Church 

 

Wednesday 14 January 2026 
 

THE FIRST CHORAL EVENSONG OF 
THE NEW YEAR, 5.45 p.m. 

 

The First Week after Epiphany 
 

The Wise Men: A cold coming they had of it at this time of the year, just 
the worst time of the year to take a journey, and specially a long journey. 
The ways deep, the weather sharp, the days short, the sun farthest off, in 
‘the very dead of winter’…  There now remains nothing but to include 
ourselves, and bear our part with them, and with the angels, and all who 
this day adored Him.  Let the same day-star be risen in our hearts that was 
in theirs. For then it will bring us whither it brought them, to Christ. –  
 

Lancelot Andrewes, Sermon, Christmas Day, 1622 
 

Happy New Year! Welcome to this service. It is a pleasure for all of us at 
the Temple Church that you are here this evening. We follow the services of 
the Book of Common Prayer (1662). The public-address system has a loop-
facility. If you wear a hearing-aid, please turn its setting to T. 
 

ORGAN PRELUDE 
 

Dieu parmi nous   Olivier Messiaen (1908-1992) 
 

All stand at the entrance of the choir. 
 

 
INTROIT 

 

Omnes de Saba venient: aurum et thus deferentes,  
et laudem Domino annuntiantes, Alleluia 
 

All they from Sheba shall come: they shall bring gold and incense, 
and they shall shew forth the praises of the Lord, Alleluia. 

 
Music: Jacob Handl (1550-1591) 

Words: Psalm 60. 6 
 



 
HYMN 

 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness! 
Bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
With gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
Kneel and adore him: the Lord is his name. 
 

Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness: 
High on his heart he will bear it for thee, 
Comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness, 
Guiding thy steps as may best for thee be. 
 

Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness 
Of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine: 
Truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness, 
These are the offerings to lay on his shrine. 
 

These, though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness, 
He will accept for the name that is dear; 
Mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness, 
Trust for our trembling and hope for our fear. 
 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness! 
Bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
With gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
Kneel and adore him: the Lord is his name. 

 
Music: Rheinhardt MS, Üttingen, 1754 

Words: J. S. B. Monsell (1811-1875) 
 

All sit or kneel. 
THE BIDDING 

 

Let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

          Amos 5. 24 
 

At the beginning of this year, we gather in the presence of almighty God, to give 
thanks for the rule of law with which our land is blessed. We give thanks for our 
own high calling to serve the Crown and all our people in the cause of justice; 
and for the integrity and support of those around us. We celebrate with 
thanksgiving our work, our lives and our friendships at the Bar and on the 
Bench; and we commend especially to God’s guidance and care our own two 
Honourable Societies of Middle and Inner Temple, our Benchers, members, 
students and staff. 
 

We commit ourselves afresh to the service of the law and of our land. We seek 
God’s strength and guidance for the year to come: may he grant us humility and 
sound judgement, forgive our errors, and inspire us in our service. So may we 



reflect in all our work the justice and mercy of God, and here on earth, year by 
year, realise more faithfully that heavenly justice in which alone we in the end 
can trust. 
 

We bring before God the countries torn apart by the ravages of war, the victims, 
the bereaved, the frightened and the dispossessed.  So let us pray at this 
Epiphany for the disclosure of God’s kingdom of peace and of justice over all 
our troubled world saying, as Jesus taught us: 
 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
come; thy will be done; in earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass 
against us.  And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

All stand at ‘Glory be to the Father……’ 
 

RESPONSES (Tomkins) 
 

PSALM 100 (Stanford) 
 

O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands: 

    serve the Lord with gladness, and come before his presence with a song. 

Be ye sure that the Lord he is God: 

    it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the 
sheep of his pasture. 

O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: 

    be thankful unto him, and speak good of his Name. 

For the Lord is gracious, his mercy is everlasting: 

    and his truth endureth from generation to generation. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  
    world without end. Amen. 

 

 
All sit. THE FIRST LESSON 

Micah 4. 1, 3-5 
 

But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of the 
Lord shall be established in the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted 
above the hills; and people shall flow unto it. 
 

And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar off; and 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: 
nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any 
more.  But they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree; and 
none shall make them afraid: for the mouth of the Lord of hosts hath spoken it.  



For all people will walk every one in the name of his god, and we will walk in 
the name of the Lord our God for ever and ever. 
 
All stand. MAGNIFICAT (Stanford in A) 

 
All sit. THE SECOND LESSON 

Philippians 4. 4-9 
 

Rejoice in the Lord always: and again I say, Rejoice.   
 

Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand.  Be careful for 
nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God.  And the peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.  Finally, 
brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever 
things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any 
praise, think on these things.  Those things, which ye have both learned, and 
received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you. 

 
All stand. NUNC DIMITTIS (Stanford in A) 

 
In the tradition of the Temple Church, we face east to say together: 
 

THE CREED 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in 
Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried, He descended into hell; The third day he rose again from 
the dead, He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost: The holy Catholick Church; The 
Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the 
body, And the Life everlasting. Amen. 
 
All sit or kneel. 

 
 THE COLLECTS 
 

O Lord, we beseech thee mercifully to receive the prayers of thy people which 
call upon thee; and grant that they may both perceive and know what things they 
ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil the same; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 



O heavenly Father, at whose hand the weak shall take no wrong nor the mighty 
escape just judgment:  Pour thy grace upon all the officers of our courts, that by 
their true, fruitful and diligent execution of justice and equity, thou mayest be 
glorified, the common wealth daily promoted and increased, and we all live in 
peace and quietness, godliness and virtue; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

ANTHEM 
 

Three Kings from Persian lands afar 
To Jordan follow the pointing star: 
And this the quest of the travellers three, 
Where the new-born King of the Jews may be. 
Full royal gifts they bear for the King; 
Gold, incense, myrrh are their offering. 

 

How brightly shines the morning star! 
With grace and truth from heaven afar 
Our Jesse tree now bloweth. 
Of Jacob’s stem and David’s line, 
For thee, my Bridegroom, King divine, 
My soul with love o’erfloweth. 
Thy word, Jesu, Inly feeds us, 
Rightly leads us, Life bestowing. 
Praise, O praise such love o’erflowing. 

 

The star shines out with a steadfast ray; 
The kings to Bethlehem make their way, 
And there in worship they bend the knee, 
As Mary’s child in her lap they see; 
Their royal gifts they show to the King; 
Gold, incense, myrrh are their offering. 
 
 

Thou child of man, lo, to Bethlehem 
The Kings are travelling, travel with them! 
The star of mercy, the star of grace, 
Shall lead thy heart to its resting place. 
Gold, incense, myrrh thou canst not bring; 
Offer thy heart to the infant King. 
 
 

Music: Peter Cornelius (1824-1874), arr. Ivor Atkins (1869-1953) 
Words: Peter Cornelius, trans. H. N. Bate (1871-1941) 

 

All stand. 



HYMN 
 

As with gladness men of old  
Did the guiding star behold, 
As with joy they hailed its light, 
Leading onward, beaming bright; 
So, most gracious God, may we 
Evermore be led to thee. 
 

As with joyful steps they sped, 
Saviour, to thy lowly bed, 
There to bend the knee before 
Thee whom heav’n and earth adore; 
So may we with willing feet 
Ever seek thy mercy seat. 
 

As they offered gifts most rare 
At thy cradle rude and bare, 
So may we with holy joy, 
Pure and free from sin’s alloy, 
All our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ, to thee, our heav’nly king. 
 

Holy Jesus, ev’ry day 
Keep us in the narrow way, 
And, when earthly things are past, 
Bring our ransomed souls at last 
Where they need no star to guide, 
Where no clouds thy glory hide. 

 

Music: Conrad Kocher (1786-1872) 
Words: William C. Dix (1837-1989) 

 
THE BLESSING 

 
ANTHEM 

 

Here we bring new water from the well so clear, 
For to worship God with, this happy New Year. 
 

Sing levy-dew, sing levy-dew, the water and the wine, 
The seven bright gold wires and the bugles that do shine. 
 

Sing reign of Fair Maid, with gold upon her toe; 
Open you the West Door and turn the Old Year go. 
 

Sing reign of Fair Maid, with gold upon her chin; 
Open you the East Door and let the New Year in. 

 

Music: Benjamin Britten (1913-1976), 1934 
Words: Traditional, edited by Walter de la Mare, 1931 



 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY 

 

         Gloria patri                                    Marcel Dupré (1886-1971) 
 

***************** 
 

The congregation is welcome to join us for refreshments in the Round Church 
after the service.  A donation to help cover our costs is greatly appreciated.  

 

There will be a retiring collection. If you would prefer to donate online, kindly 
scan the QR code below. 

 

Thank you for your support of the Church! 
 

 

 

********************* 
 

January/February Highlights 
 

It would be lovely to see you again at some of these special events. 

 
Saturday 17 January, 7.30pm 

“ The Sound of Silk and Symphony” 
GAO HONG (Chinese pipa) live with Royal Philharmonic  

Concert Orchestra 
For more information and to book: www.mosaicseries.com 

 

********** 

Sunday 18 January, 11.15am 
EPIPHANY CAROL SERVICE 

Music to include: Tribus miraculis (Palestrina),  
What Child is this (Becky McGlade),  Here is the little Door (Howells), 

 Als sie nun den König – Ich steh an deiner Krippen hier (Bach),  
There shall a Star (Mendelssohn) 

  

********** 



Tuesday 20 January, 6.30pm 
CONCERT: IMAGES OF THE DIVINE 

Temple Singers 
Thomas Allery (conductor) 

For more information and to book: www.templemusic.org 
 

********** 

Wednesday 28 January, 6.00pm 

CHORAL EVENSONG FOR CANDLEMAS AND THE CONSECRATION OF 

THE ROUND CHURCH (CANDLEMAS 1185) 

Music to include: Hail gladdening Light (Wood),  
When to the Temple Mary went (Eccard) 

  
********** 

Wednesday 11 February, 6.00pm 

CHORAL EVENSONG FOR ST VALENTINE’S DAY  
AND FOR ALL OUR WEDDING COUPLES PAST AND FUTURE 

Music to include: If ye love me (Tallis), I was glad (Parry),  
Zadok the Priest (Handel) 

  
********** 

Wednesday 18 February, 6.00pm 

CHORAL EVENSONG: ASH WEDNESDAY 
Music to include: Nolo mortem peccatoris (Morley),  
Miserere mei (Allegri), Emendemus in Melius (Byrd) 

 
 ********** 

Wednesday 25 February, 6.00pm 

CHORAL EVENSONG FOR ST DAVID’S DAY 
Sung by The London Welsh Male Voice Choir 

 
 ********** 

 
 

SAFEGUARDING 
 

If you have any concerns about safeguarding, the Safeguarding Officer can be 
contacted confidentially at safeguarding@templechurch.com or 

020 7427 5650. 
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